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BIO CEO Muse Creative Workspace  
FOUNDER & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Jazz Arts Consortium 
FOUNDER & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Richmond Youth Jazz Guild 

Ashby Anderson is a multi-faceted artist entrepreneur who has a combined 30 
years of experience in music composition, performance, education, theory and 
social entrepreneurship. CEO of Muse Creative Workspace, founder/ artistic director 
of Jazz Arts Consortium and director of Richmond Youth Jazz Guild; Ashby is 
constantly creating, reinventing and shaping Richmond’s musical landscape. Like a 
modern day Picasso of music, he works in a 7,000 square foot warehouse in 
historic Shockoe Bottom for artistic inspiration. Ashby’s music is never about 
himself but of what is around him. It’s never about what sells in the music 
business, but about how music is the fabric that holds a community together. 

Currently, Ashby is composing an hour long music composition for a twenty piece 
jazz orchestra and African percussion ensemble to commemorate an aural 
memorial for the African Burial Grounds in Richmond Virginia. This original 
dramatic musical work is entitled Undertones.   It connects the memories of 
Africans in the diaspora across generations for a symbolic embodiment of loss, 
renewal and triumph. This monumental work will debut in April 2015 on the 
sacred grounds in Richmond’s historic Shockoe Bottom.  This event will mark the 
closing ceremonies of the Civil War and Emancipation Day Sesquicentennial.  
Undertones was commissioned by New Music USA and the Jazz Arts Consortium 
which was made possible by the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 
endowment support from the Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, the Helen F. 
Whitaker Fund, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, 
the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Francis Goelet Charitable Lead 
Trust.   

An accomplished artist, Ashby has received previous commissions and awards.  His 
compositions are noted for their inventiveness and for drawing on a breadth of 
influences while retaining a unique identity.  In 2004, his composition "Culture of 
a City" received honorable mention as a finalist in the International Song 
Competition. In 2005, he was commissioned by Meet the Composer, a national 
organization that supports the creation of new musical works, for the Historic 
Richmond Jazz Suite.  This four movement masterwork reflects Richmond’s 
history including: Soul of Second Street – a nod to the heyday of Richmond’s 
famed street; Devil’s Half Acre – a glimpse at the former slave jail in Shockoe 
Bottom; Locomotive 231– about the train that remains encapsulated in the 
collapsed Church Hill Tunnel; and Steppin’– an tonal poem to Richmonder Bill 
“Bojangles” Robinson.  In 2008, he was awarded a fellowship in music composition 
by Virginia Commission for the Arts to pursue music theoretical studies - the only 
jazz composer in Virginia to receive this award.  Ashby has since published his own 
theory entitled the Diminished Augmented System of Harmony and Scales. The 
publication has been purchased by musicians and composers from around the 
world. Though he’s been recognized as a Ronald E. McNair Scholar for his academic 
research on Ornette Coleman, it was research on Charles Mingus that strengthened 
his entrepreneurial drive, as well as his focus on original composition. He admits 
that after studying Mingus’ manuscripts, he realized that the only thing one can 
leave behind is what one creates. 



In 2006, Ashby saw something inspiring in an old produce warehouse in the heart 
of Shockoe Bottom.  With a tremendous amount of "sweat equity", Muse Creative 
Workspace was established.  Muse Creative Workspace is a 7,000 square foot 
renovated warehouse, equipped with ambient lighting, sound, grand piano, 
acoustic bass and drum set. The facility provides rehearsal space for large 
ensembles, a community music education program for youth and office space for 
a nonprofit organization.  Muse Creative Workspace has hosted local and national 
musicians— including the Richmond Symphony and New Orleans native 
Trombone Shorty.  Ashby is an active concert producer and has curated successful 
concerts at Muse Creative Workspace featuring both national and local artists. 

In 2008, Ashby sought to expand educational opportunities for youth through the 
cultural and artistic heritage of jazz and apprenticeships. He is founder and artistic 
director the Richmond Youth Jazz Guild.  Today, the Richmond Youth Jazz Guild 
is a nationally recognized community music education program for youth ages 
10-18. It is the sole Virginia network site for the national community music 
consortium - Berklee College of Music/ Berklee City Music Network Program 
in Boston, MA.  The Richmond Youth Jazz Guild utilizes professional artists to 
mentor aspiring young musicians. Students participate in weekly ensemble 
instruction, workshops, technology delivered curriculum, performances and 
college/ career preparation. High school students have the opportunity to apply 
for full and partial college scholarships through the partnership with Berklee 
College of Music/ Berklee City Music Network. To date students have earned over 
$522,000 in college scholarships.  Additionally, students have competed in 
national music programs (i.e Essentially Ellington High School Jazz Festival, 
NACCAP Act-So, YoungArts Foundation, Downbeat Student Music Awards and 
Grammy Camp). Richmond Youth Jazz Guild students have performed alongside 
jazz legends: Frank Foster, Quincy Jones, Wynton Marsalis, the Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra, Terri Lyne Carrington, Trombone Shorty, Christian McBride, 
Dee Dee Bridgewater and Benny Green.  These experiences transform the rich 

cultural legacy of jazz into productive social, academic and economic outcomes for 
Richmond’s youth.  

Ashby is founder and artistic director of the non-profit organization Jazz Arts 
Consortium.  This is an arts organization dedicated to advancing the jazz arts in 
Richmond, Virginia through education and performance. Founded in 2001 as the 
Jazz Composers Alliance and then renamed in 2013 to better communicate its 
mission and program initiatives.   Over the past 14 years, the Jazz Arts Consortium 
has impacted the lives of both young and seasoned musicians through signature 
educational outreach programs:  Jazz in the Community and the Jazz Mentor’s 
Project. In addition to these educational programs, the Jazz Arts Consortium hosts  
residential jazz ensembles who compose and perform original music.  To date, the 
Jazz Arts Consortium has presented over 100 educational performances 
throughout Virginia and Washington, DC.  These concerts are presented at 
colleges, museums, schools, community festivals and private events. 

Ashby attributes the success of his endeavors on the educational foundation he 
received while attending the historic black colleges and universities: Morehouse 
College, Howard University and Virginia Union University.  Ashby began his 
post-secondary studies at Morehouse College.  There he studied Jazz Performance 
under the watchful tutelage of Associate Professor of Music, Roderick Smith. 
Roderick Smith was instrumental in molding and shaping Ashby’s pursuit of 
music to its highest level.  Ashby graduated from Virginia Union University with 
a Bachelors degree in Jazz Studies and Music Education under the tutelage of Dr. 
Weldon Hill.  All of Ashby’s endeavors and accomplishments serve as a testament 
for Richmond youth; highlighting how an education in music can positively 
impact and enhance their lives. 



  CEO & FOUNDER 
Muse Creative Workspace  2006 
• Provided rehearsal space for music ensembles, including the Richmond Symphony 
• Hosted year-round community music education program 
• Hosted concerts and other curated artistic programs 

Ashby Anderson, called a "skilled 
visionary and social 
entrepreneur" by Richmond's 
Urban Views Weekly, continues to 
defy the definition of a jazz 
musician. 



 

FOUNDER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR &  COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE 
Jazz Arts Consortium (JAC) 2001  
• Presented Educational Concerts in Richmond, Charlottesville and Washington,DC 
• Commissioned Composers 
• Produced Concerts for National Artists 

PRESS & MEDIA 
Richmond Free Press, May 2014  Personality: Ashby Anderson 
Virginia Currents, March 2013  Muse Creative Workspace 
Richmond Grid, November 2011  Richmond Youth Jazz Guild 
Richmond Times Dispatch,  July 2010  Richmond Youth Jazz Guild: Hot times, Cool Jazz 
RVA NEWS, May 2009  Breaking Artistic Ground 
URBAN VIEWS, July 2008  A Vision for Richmond 
RVA NEWS, April 2008  Historic Richmond Jazz Suite 
Richmond Times Dispatch,  November 2006  Anderson unleashes his jazzy take on the lore of 
Richmond  
Richmond Free Press, February 2006  Richmond musician receives $7,500 music grant 



FOUNDER & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Richmond Youth Jazz Guild  2008 
• Over $500,000 in college scholarships 
• Sole network site in Virginia with national community music consortium  with Berklee 

College of Music 
• Represented Richmond in Boston, Los Angeles, Miami, Baltimore, Newport News and 

Chapel Hill 
• Students have performed for the former President of the United States, Bill Clinton 


